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Bu ild er s  a r e  t h in kin g  sm all w it h  t h eir  p lan s  fo r  an  Old  Eas t  Da llas  ap ar tm en t  com m u n it y. 

Th e Bloc Hou se r en t a l p ro ject  is  p lan n ed  n ear  Car ro ll an d  Colu m bia  aven u es , eas t  o f Deep  Ellu m . 

Ap ar t m en t s  in  t h e  72- u n it  p rop er t y will r an ge from  n ear  350  squ are  feet  fo r  t h e  sm alles t  u n it s  t o  less  
t h an  8 0 0  squ are  feet  fo r  t h e  la rges t  ap ar t m en t s , accord in g  t o  d et a ils  t h e  bu ild er s  p rovid ed  to  t h e  Da llas  
Plan  Com m iss ion . 

Zon in g  was  ap p roved  for  t h e  t wo an d  t h ree- s t o ry p ro ject  a t  4 6 15 Willow St r eet  ea r lier  t h is  yea r . Th e 
a lm os t  1.3- acre  develop m en t  s it e  is  n ow a  vacan t  lot . 

Bu ild er s  Alex Lowe an d  Jon  Het zel bou gh t  t h e  lan d  ea r lier  t h is  m on t h . Th e developer s  t o ld  cit y p lan n er s  
t h a t  r ed u cin g  t h e  u n it  s ize  wou ld  br in g  down  ap ar t m en t  r en t s . 

Rid g e Po in t e  Co m m er cia l Es t a t e  worked  on  t h e  sa le , an  as sem bly of n in e  p rop er t ies  on  t h e  b lock. 

Plan s  fo r  t h e  com m u n it y sh ow ap ar t m en t s  su r rou n d in g  a  cou r t ya rd , wit h  a  swim m in g  pool an d  
clu bh ou se. Da llas ’ Kolla ja  Arch it ect u re  d es ign ed  t h e  d evelop m en t . 

Th e bu ild er s  a r e  s t ill workin g  ou t  t h e  p r icin g  an d  ju s t  h ow la rge t h e  u n it s  will be . 

“ At  t h is  s t age, we a re  go in g t h rou gh  t h e  d es ign  an d  p r icin g  p re- d evelop m en t  p rocess  so  som e of t h ose  
r equ es t ed  d et a ils  like  exact  u n it  s ize an d  es t im at ed  r en t  a r e  s t ill a  b it  in  flu x,”  Her t zel sa id  in  an  em ail. 
“ Ou r  t a rget  s t u d io u n it  s ize is  a rou n d  350  squ are  feet .”  

Th e ap ar t m en t  s it e  is  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  San t a  Fe Tra il,  wh ich  ru n s  from  Deep  Ellu m  t o  Wh it e Rock Lake. 

More t h an  h a lf o f t h e  ap ar tm en t s  in  t h e  Bloc Hou se wou ld  be  sm aller  on e- bed room  u n it s ,  accord in g  t o  
p reviou s ly p u blish ed  p lan s . 

So- ca lled  “ m icro- u n it s”  usu a lly a re  bet ween  20 0  an d  4 0 0  squ are  feet . Th e sm all r en t a l h om es a re  
ga in in g p op u la r it y in  u rban  a reas  wh ere  h igh  ap ar t m en t  r en t s  a r e  m akin g  it  h a rd er  fo r  r es id en t s  t o  a fford  
h ou s in g . 

Da llas  h asn ’t  seen  r en t a l p ro ject s  p lan n ed  wit h  a  la rge n u m ber  o f sm all ap a r t m en t s . Bu t  severa l 
d evelop m en t s  in  t h e  works  fo r  t h e  down town  a rea  wou ld  in clu de a  n u m ber  o f t h ese  u n it s . 

Th e average n ew ap ar t m en t  bein g  bu ilt  in  Nor t h  Texas  is  abou t  8 8 0  squ are  feet ,  accord in g  to  Rich ard son -
based  Rea lPage. 

“ Sm all m icro- u n it s  were a lways  a  lo t  m ore bu zz  t h an  rea lit y –  n o t  ju s t  in  Da llas , bu t  a ll across  t h e  
cou n t ry,”  sa id  Jay Par son s , ch ief econ om is t  wit h  Rea lPage. “ Th ey’re  m ore com m on  in  d en sely pocket ed  
As ian  cit ies . 

“ Bu t  a t  t h e  r igh t  sca le , it  cou ld  be  an  in t eres t in g  op t ion  fo r  t h ose  wh o’d  like  t o  live  in  a  n ewer  bu ild in g in  
a  p rem iu m  locat ion  bu t  a t  a  lower  r en t .”  

https://www.dallasnews.com/business/real-estate/2023/06/14/youve-heard-of-tiny-homes-this-
east-dallas-project-will-rent-micro-apartments/ 
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